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Dear Sixth Grade Band,

Welcome to Summit Parkway Middle School, and to our band family! We are in for a great
year of music, fun, friendships, and growing opportunities. Band is an opportunity for each
student to understand that hard work, practice, and a good attitude will lead to success.

Each year we open enrollment to all 6th graders that sign up for band. This allows each
student the opportunity to work hard and stay in the band program. Some students are not
focused enough, or simply signed up for band as a social event. These few students learn
quickly that band requires several skills that must be worked on daily! For the first nine
weeks of band we work out of the Master Theory Book I by Charles S. Peters and Paul
Yoder. This book gives each student a strong foundation of notes and rhythms that will lead
to quicker success once we start working on instruments. During this nine weeks we will do
mouthpiece testing to determine the most successful instrument choices for your child.
Please do not get an instrument until a letter comes home with this information. At the
end of the first nine weeks the students will be tested on the Master Theory book. Students
must pass this test with an 80% or higher to continue in band. The test is an excellent gauge
on who has worked daily, and would continue to work daily once an expensive instrument
investment is made. This also helps bring the class size down to a focused group that is ready
to move fast in a performance based, and competitive band program. Please help your child
by purchasing the book quickly and working with them in the book each evening. The Master
Theory Book I is available at Star Music on Two Notch Rd. or on Assembly Street, Music
and Arts Center on the corner of O'Neal Court and Parklane (near Columbia Mall) and
Pecknel Music in Five Point. Please have this book by Friday, August 24™ so that your
child does not fall behind in class!

We will begin teaching from the book very early in the school year. Thank you! We look
forward to meeting you at open house. Please feel free to contact us at school with any
questions you my have.

Sincerely,

DD C ALl
David C. Allison,
Director of Bands

Maws Gho

Maria E. Lee,
Assistant Director of Bands
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